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(f) RELEASE FROM LIABILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective on the date of 

conveyance of any parcel under this Act, the 
United States shall not be held liable by any 
court for damages of any kind arising out of 
any act, omission, or occurrence relating to 
the parcel, except for damages for acts of 
negligence committed by the United States 
or by an employee, agent, or contractor of 
the United States, before the date of convey-
ance. 

(2) NO ADDITIONAL LIABILITY.—Nothing in 
this section adds to any liability that the 
United States may have under chapter 171 of 
title 28, United States Code (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Federal Tort Claims Act’’). 

(g) REQUIREMENTS CONCERNING CONVEYANCE 
OF LEASE PARCELS.— 

(1) INTERIM REQUIREMENTS.—During the pe-
riod beginning on the date of enactment of 
this Act and ending on the date of convey-
ance of the parcel, the Secretary shall con-
tinue to lease each preferential lease parcel 
or nonpreferential lease parcel to be con-
veyed under this section under the terms and 
conditions applicable to the parcel on the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(2) PROVISION OF PARCEL DESCRIPTIONS.— 
Not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Commission, shall provide 
the State a full legal description of all pref-
erential lease parcels and nonpreferential 
lease parcels that may be conveyed under 
this section. 

(h) CURATION OF ARCHEOLOGICAL COLLEC-
TIONS.—The Secretary, in consultation with 
the State, shall transfer, without cost to the 
State, all archeological and cultural re-
source items collected from the Blunt Res-
ervoir Feature and Pierre Canal Feature to 
the South Dakota State Historical Society. 

(i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this Act $750,000 to reimburse the 
Secretary for expenses incurred in imple-
menting this Act, and such sums as are nec-
essary to reimburse the Commission and the 
State Department of Game, Fish, and Parks 
for expenses incurred implementing this Act, 
not to exceed 10 percent of the cost of each 
transaction conducted under this Act. 

SA 5230. Mr. WYDEN (for himself, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. SMITH, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, and Mrs. BOXER) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 6111, to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide that the Tax Court may review 
claims for equitable innocent spouse 
relief and to suspend the running on 
the period of limitations while such 
claims are pending; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. FUNDING SOURCE FOR RURAL 

SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES PAY-
MENTS. 

(a) RURAL SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES 
TRUST FUND.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter A of chapter 
98 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new section: 
‘‘SEC. 9511. RURAL SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES 

TRUST FUND. 
‘‘(a) CREATION OF TRUST FUND.—There is 

established in the Treasury of the United 
States a trust fund to be known as the ‘Rural 
Schools and Communities Trust Fund’, con-
sisting of such amounts as may be appro-
priated or credited to such Trust Fund as 
provided in this section or section 9602(b). 

‘‘(b) TRANSFERS TO TRUST FUND.—There 
are hereby appropriated to the Rural Schools 

and Communities Trust Fund amounts 
equivalent to the amounts estimated by the 
Secretary by which Federal revenues are in-
creased, before January 1, 2011, as a result of 
the provisions of section 3402(t). 

‘‘(c) EXPENDITURES FROM TRUST FUND.— 
Amounts in the Rural Schools and Commu-
nities Trust Fund shall be available only 
for— 

‘‘(1) payments to eligible States under sec-
tion 102(a)(2) of the Secure Rural Schools and 
Community Self-Determination Act of 2000; 
and 

‘‘(2) payments to eligible counties under 
section 103(a)(2) of the Secure Rural Schools 
and Community Self-Determination Act of 
2000.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) PAYMENTS TO STATES.—Paragraph (3) of 

section 102(b) of the Secure Rural Schools 
and Community Self-Determination Act of 
2000 (Public Law 106–393; 16 U.S.C. 500 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘out of any funds in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated’’ and 
inserting ‘‘out of the Rural Schools and 
Communities Trust Fund under section 9511 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986’’. 

(B) PAYMENTS TO COUNTIES.—Paragraph (2) 
of section 103(b) of the Secure Rural Schools 
and Community Self-Determination Act of 
2000 (Public Law 106–393; 16 U.S.C. 500 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘out of any funds in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated’’ and 
inserting ‘‘out of the Rural Schools and 
Communities Trust Fund under section 9511 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986’’. 

(3) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for subchapter A of chapter 98 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
adding at the end the following new item: 

‘‘Sec. 9511. Rural Schools and Communities 
Trust Fund.’’. 

(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall take effect on 
January 1, 2007. 

(b) IMPOSITION OF WITHHOLDING ON CERTAIN 
PAYMENTS MADE BY GOVERNMENT ENTITIES.— 

(1) ACCELERATION OF EFFECTIVE DATE.—Sec-
tion 511(b) of the Tax Increase Prevention 
and Reconciliation Act of 2005 is amended by 
striking ‘‘December 31, 2010’’ and inserting 
‘‘December 31, 2006’’. 

(2) EXCLUSION FOR PAYMENTS TO SMALL 
BUSINESSES BEFORE 2011.—Paragraph (2) of 
section 3402(t) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 is amended by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end of subparagraph (H), by striking the pe-
riod at the end of subparagraph (I) and in-
serting ‘‘, and’’, and by adding at the end the 
following : 

‘‘(J) made before January 1, 2011, to any 
business which employed fewer than 50 em-
ployees during the preceding taxable year. 

For purposes of subparagraph (J), rules simi-
lar to the rules of paragraphs (2)(A) and (6) of 
section 44(d) shall apply.’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall take effect as 
if included in the Tax Increase Prevention 
and Reconciliation Act of 2005. 

(c) EXTENSION OF SECURE RURAL SCHOOLS 
AND COMMUNITY SELF-DETERMINATION ACT.— 
The Secure Rural Schools and Community 
Act of 2000 (Public Law 106–393; 16 U.S.C. 500 
note) is amended— 

(1) in sections 208 and 303, by striking 
‘‘2007’’ both places it appears and inserting 
‘‘2008’’; and 

(2) in sections 101(a), 102(b)(2), 103(b)(1), 
203(a)(1), 207(a), 208, 303, and 401, by striking 
‘‘2006’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘2007’’. 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, December 7, 2006, 
at 9:30 a.m., to receive testimony on 
the report of the Iraq Study Group. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, December 7, 2006, imme-
diately following the next vote on the 
Senate floor, in the Senate Reception 
Room, S–212 of the Capitol, to consider 
favorably reporting the nomination of 
Eric Solomon to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of the Treasury, U.S. Depart-
ment of the Treasury. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to hold 
an off-the-floor markup during the ses-
sion on Thursday, December 7, 2006, to 
consider pending committee business. 

Agenda 

Nomination: 1. Paul A. Schneider, 
Under Secretary for Management, U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet to conduct a hearing on 
‘‘Vertically Integrated Sports Pro-
gramming: Are Cable Companies Ex-
cluding Competition?’’ for Thursday, 
December 7, 2006 at 11 a.m. in Dirksen 
Senate Office Building Room 226. 

Witness list: 

Panel I: Mr. David L. Cohen, Execu-
tive Vice President, Comcast Corpora-
tion, Philadelphia, PA; Mr. John D. 
Goodman, President, Coalition for 
Competitive Access to Content, Wash-
ington, DC; Dr. Mark Cooper, Director 
of Research, Consumer Federation of 
America, Washington, DC; Mr. Michael 
Salinger, Director of Bureau of Eco-
nomics, Federal Trade Commission, 
Washington, DC; and Mr. James Baller, 
The Baller Herbst Law Group, Wash-
ington, DC. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered, 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intellience be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on December 7, 2006, at 2:30 p.m. 
to hold a closed briefing. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska is recognized. 
f 

STEVENS-INOUYE INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES MONITORING AND 
COMPLIANCE LEGACY ACT OF 
2006 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 5946 which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5946) to amend the Magnuson- 

Stevens Fishery Conservation and Manage-
ment Act to authorize activities to promote 
improved monitoring and compliance for 
high seas fisheries, or fisheries governed by 
international fishery management agree-
ments, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consideration of the 
measure. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Stevens 
amendment be agreed to; the bill, as 
amended, be read for the third time 
and passed; and a motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 5224) was agreed 
to. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill (H.R. 5946), as amended, was 
read the third time and passed. 

f 

AMENDING THE INTERNAL 
REVENUE CODE OF 1986 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6111, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6111) to amend the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986 to provide that the Tax 
Court may review claims for equitable 
spouse relief and to suspend the running on 
the period of limitations while such claims 
are pending. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the amendment at the 
desk be agreed to, the bill, as amended, 
be read the third time and passed, the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and any statements relating to 
the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 5225) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

In line 17, page 3, strike ‘‘on or’’. 
The amendment was ordered to be 

engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill (H.R. 6111), as amended, was 
read the third time and passed. 

f 

PIPELINE SAFETY IMPROVEMENT 
ACT OF 2006 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 5782 which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5782) to amend title 49, United 

States Code, to provide for enhanced safety 
and environmental protection in pipeline 
transportation, to provide for enhanced reli-
ability in the transportation of the Nation’s 
energy products by pipeline, and for other 
purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consideration of the bill. 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
would like to thank Commerce Com-
mittee co-chairmen Stevens and 
Inouye for their hard work in achieving 
this bill’s passage. H.R. 5782 the Pipe-
line Inspection, Protection, Enforce-
ment, and Safety Act of 2006 is a time-
ly piece of legislation, and I hope that 
it will soon become law. I am proud to 
be one of the original cosponsors of the 
Senate version of this bill, S.3961. 

Our 2.3 million miles of natural gas 
and hazardous liquid pipelines are more 
than simply a series of tubes. This sys-
tem is the transportation mode for 
nearly two-thirds of the energy con-
sumed by our Nation. From large 
transmission pipelines to distribution 
pipelines to service lines which run 
into our homes, every part of this sys-
tem must be safe. 

I am pleased that Congress is acting 
to reauthorize the Office of Pipeline 
Safety, OPS, and bringing its resources 
more in line with what is needed to 
adequately regulate this industry. This 
bill would authorize 50 percent more 
Federal pipeline safety inspectors than 
the Federal Government currently has. 

The bill will change Federal policy to 
help prevent construction-related dam-
age to pipelines by giving additional 
enforcement authority to OPS and au-
thorizing grants to states to improve 
one-call notification programs. At the 
same time, it will also make OPS en-
forcement actions more transparent to 
those interested in what the Federal 
Government is doing to make their 
lives safer. Furthermore, this bill will 
also regulate for the first time low- 
stress oil pipelines, such as the ones in 
Prudhoe Bay, AK, and gas distribution 
pipelines all over the country. 

One subject in the bill I was proud to 
author deals with the mandatory use of 
excess flow valves. These important 
safety devices can shut off gas flow 
when a service line is ruptured, pre-
venting a potential explosion. One les-
son we learned after the 1994 gas explo-
sion in Edison, NJ, is that technology 
must be used to shut off gas flow in the 
case of a rupture. Shortly after that 
damaging explosion, I introduced legis-

lation to require a greater use of auto-
matic or remotely controlled shutoff 
valves. I am pleased that this bill will 
require excess flow valves to be in-
stalled in every new single family resi-
dence or replacement service lines in a 
single family residence. 

While the bill would give some dis-
cretion to the administration as to who 
may be exempted from this EFV re-
quirement, I have met with Admiral 
Barrett, Administrator of the Pipeline 
and Hazardous Material Safety Admin-
istration, and he assures me that only 
operators of master meter and lique-
fied petroleum gas, LPG, systems are 
intended to be excluded. On these sys-
tems, he believes EFVs have not been 
shown to be effective. 

By letter to me dated December 4, 
2006, Admiral Barrett of the Federal 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safe-
ty Administration wrote to me: 

REQUIRING INSTALLATION OF EXCESS FLOW 
VALVES 

The American Gas Association has 
provided data that leads PHMSA to be-
lieve that 1.2 million new and renewed 
gas services will be installed each year. 
PHMSA had been planning to propose 
to require each operator to include in 
its risk analysis consideration of 
whether to install EFV’s to protect 
single-family residences served by new 
and replaced gas service lines from re-
lease of gas due to major damage to the 
line. Modifications to the reauthoriza-
tion provisions will change PHMSA 
planned approach, but would allow 
PHMSA to determine applicability of 
the future standard to distribution op-
erators. The circumstances where 
PHMSA believes conditions for instal-
lation of EFV’s are not suitable are 
when gas supply pressure is not con-
tinuously higher than 10 psig, when liq-
uids/contaminants that could interfere 
with valve operation are present in the 
gas stream, and where load data may 
be unstable. 

Based on current data, we would ex-
pect to apply the requirements for 
EFV’s to more than 99 percent of new 
and replaces residential service lines. 
PHMSA plans to exclude from the re-
quirement only operators of master 
meter and liquefied petroleum gas 
(LPG) systems. These are very small 
distribution systems, whose operation 
of gas is incidental to another business, 
such as a mobile home park or small 
apartment complex, in the case of the 
master meter operator; or a ski lodge, 
in the case of the LPG operator. The 
variability in gas use is too large to 
pick one size EFV and most incidents 
would not trigger an EFV. We estimate 
that approximately 8,000 of these sys-
tems would be excluded from the EFV 
requirement. The estimate is based on 
reports in 2004 from (1) 45 state pipeline 
safety agencies that collectively 6,972 
master meter systems were operating 
in their states and (2) 5 state pipeline 
safety agencies indicating that 926 LPG 
systems were operating in their states. 
Because some states do not have juris-
diction over all master meter systems 
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